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Letter from the Churchwardens 
             
 
We hope that you remembered to put your clocks forward at the end of March!  Itôs 
inspiring to see the crocus and daffodils flowering and makes us feel better now that 
we have more light in the evenings. 
 
During Lent we are encouraged to attend to our spiritual growth and there are still a 
couple of weeks of Lent before we come to the great celebrations of Easter.  Jesus 
was tempted by the devil during the forty days and forty nights He spent in the 
wilderness.  We look to his example to help us stick to our disciplines during Lent.  
However, you are observing Lent, we are sure that you will be looking forward to 
Easter.  Easter is as important as Christmas in the churchôs year, as it is only through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus that we are able to live our lives in communion 
with God, with the help of the Holy Spirit who was poured out on the people at 
Pentecost.  Please return your Lent charity boxes on Easter Day or the week after. 
 
We will not be holding a Maundy Thursday service this year but there will be a service 
in commemoration of the Last Supper at St. Barnabas Church at 10 am on 13th April.  
Gail Randall will be leading our Passion Service on Good Friday.  On Easter Day there 
wonôt be Sunday School/Sunday Youth as we would like the children to be in Church 
to participate in the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for all donations of chocolate eggs which will be used for various Easter 
activities.       
 
We announced in the notices at the end of March that we will not automatically bring 
forward the names of people who are sick or recently deceased on the prayer list.  
This is because we donôt always know the individuals concerned.  Therefore, we will 
start each month with a blank sheet for you to add the names of any individuals to be 
included in the prayers of intercession. 
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The APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) will be held after service on Sunday, 
30th April 2017 in the Church Hall followed by a faith lunch.  A list for donations of food 
will be placed on the back table for you to sign up to please.  The 2016 annual report 
will be issued before the meeting.  Please have a read and submit any questions you 
would like answered at the meeting.  By having them in advance, comprehensive 
answers can be given and questions can still be asked at the meeting.  It is really 
important that you make every effort to attend this meeting as we look back over the 
last 12 months and forward into 2017, especially as we are in a period of interregnum 
(without a vicar). 
 
As you are aware, Lisa is stepping down as Churchwarden at the APCM after giving 
one yearôs notice.  Iôm sure that you would all agree that Lisa has worked very hard as 
Churchwarden for St. Thomas Church for the last 6 years and we all say a massive 
ñthank youò to her.  Donôt worry, weôre not losing Lisaé sheôs going back to lead 
Sunday School. Simon Cane has been shadowing both of us for the last year and will 
be nominated to replace Lisa.  Also, the term of office is expiring for 3 PCC (Parochial 
Church Council) members but they have all expressed interest in being re-elected.  If 
anybody would like to be considered to join the PCC then please complete a 
Nomination Form which is available on the back table and give it to Corinne or Eunice 
Sarsfield, PCC Secretary.  A vote will be held to fill the vacant positions. 
 
The Archdeaconôs Visitation Service will be held on Monday, 22nd May 2017 at 
7.30pm in Christ Church, Friezland.  Churchwardens, Deputy Churchwardens, PCC 
members and sidesmen/sideswomen all need to attend to be sworn in for their year of 
office.  
 

    Corinne and Lisa         

 
  

Appeal for old photographs 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 5ŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ фth September 2017, 10am -3pm and part of the 
theme is Counthill on Camera, as well as featuring the history of Moorside Parish. 

 
If anyone can help with providing old photographs please contact Mike Smith on 0161 652 5827 

or by email mesmith99_1@btinternet.com or come along to one of the Moorside & District 
Historical Society meetings which are usually held on the third Monday of each month at 

7.30pm. (There is no April meeting). 
 
 

Church Sitting     As part of our commitment to Historic England in return for grants we 

have received, the Church must open to the public. We will open on Saturdays between 
9.30am and 3.30pm from 1st April to 30th September 2017  inclu sive.  Gail has agreed to 
open the Church on Mondays between 10.30am and noon a nd Thursdays between 6.30 

and 8pm. Could we ask that cleaning duties are carried out on Saturdays wherever possible 
as part of this cover?  

 
More information can be found by visit ing https://historicengland.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:mesmith99_1@btinternet.com
https://historicengland.org.uk/
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HOLROYD SKIP HIRE 
WE WILL MOVE ANY TYPE OF WASTE 

At very competitive prices 

DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL 

Prompt and Efficient Service 

Contract Work Welcome  

 

Tel: 0161 624 1118 

 

CHARLIEõS FRIENDS 

 

Friendly Dog Walking ,  

Dog Sitting & Boarding Service . 

Fully insured. Very Reliable .  
Short Walks (30mins)       £5 

Long Walks (60mins)       £8 

Discount for extra dogs in same family . 

Contact:  Zelda 07956 444912  

Zel.martin123@googlemail.com 

             THE HANDYMAN SHOP 

FOR ALL YOUR DIY 

 

               695 RIPPONDEN ROAD 

                         MOORSIDE 

  TEL:   0161 624 8415 

 

G.BARLOW & SONS LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Established 1868 

Union Street West, Oldham, OL8 1DQ 

Telephone 0161 624 4301 

24 hours 

 

Personal attention 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Funerals completely furnished 

Pre-payment plans available 

 

An independent family business 
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We held our first bake off of 2017 after Church Parade on the 12th March. It was another super success, 
so thanks to all the bakers and buyers - we are very grateful to everyone who supported our event, 
helping to raise £85.00 towards church funds. 
 
A spring is in the step of all the STYLE ladies after we had a fabulous time at the улΩǎ 5ecades concert 
which was held in the Church Hall on the 25th March 2017. Details of money raised to follow. 
 
The fun never stops as on the 29th April 2017 the fun family night 'Rock n roll bingo' returns. We will be 
having a licenced bar and nibbles. Details to be confirmed nearer the time. 
 
We are also holding Easter stalls in church each week on the run up to Easter so get your Easter gifts and 
support the church at the same time. 
 
We are now thinking of summer and STYLE are holding an Exclusive summer fair, yes you heard it right, 
summer not Christmas! Our Exclusive Fairs have been very popular but there are so many events in the 
lead up to Christmas that we thought we would invite local businesses to our event on 11th June 2017, 
11.30am until 2pm.  The fair will run straight after church parade. There will be a variety of stalls (we 
will do our best not to duplicate the stalls/goods being sold) selling new goods and local crafts, with 
some fun summer games thrown in. If you own, or know of, a local business which would like a stall the 
cost is just £10 per stall (1 table) plus a small raffle prize. Please contact either Lisa or Corinne in church 
or a member of the STYLE group for further information and to book your place. Hurry as places are 
limited so it is on a first come first served basis. 
 
Remember we are always looking for new friends to join STYLE so please just come along to the next 
meeting at 7.15pm on 18th April 2017. (We usually meet the on first Tuesday of every month, but as itΩs 
Easter we have delayed this April meeting). Speak with a member of STYLE for more information. 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 6 

 
A Family run Business Established in 2001 

 

HONESTY, SINCERITY AND INTEGRITY 
 

Three key words that have helped form the foundations of success at Buffalo 
uPVC, according to owner Mark Farrey and his son Marcus who run the company 
from their home in Chadderton.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩs excellent rŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦέ 
explained Mark. άQuite simply, if high quality products are fitted expertly at a fair 
and transparent price then the customer is happy and ready to recommend you. 
This ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΦέ 
 
Buffalo uPVC have replaced more than 50 miles of Rooflines and have installed 
over 5000 windows and doors since 2001. The company have also more than 
3500 satisfied customers and most are within walking distance of each other. 
 
Unlike other reputable companies in the area, Buffalo Upvc have virtually NO 
ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘǎΦ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ 
being able to offer our customers the market leading brands and A-Rated Energy 
Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƛŦ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘέ ŀŘŘǎ aŀǊŎǳǎ. 
  
Buffalo uPVC have 2 Teams of highly skilled craftsmen. Both teams have been 
with the company for over 5 years and are equally responsible for our good 
name, whilst other companies have a large turnover of staff and rely on 
commission salespeople to paint you a picture of the outcome. 
 
Buffalo uPVC ŘƻŜǎƴΩt use sales commission agents. Either Mark or Marcus will 
come out and see you perǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎǘΧΦ! ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘea (and probably a 
biscuit if itΩs Marcus). 
 

EXTRA 10% FOR ST THOMASõ PARISH IONERS  

0161 622 1500 /Web:  buffaloupvc.co.u k/ FACEBOOK   
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APRIL DIARY 
Sat 1st Apr 9.30-3.30 First Church open day ï Church sitters required 

Tues 4th Apr 7.15 pm STYLE meeting 

Sat 8th Apr 9.30-3.30 Church open day ï Church sitters required 

Sun 9th Apr 10.30 am Palm Sunday Parish Communion 

Tues 11th April 7pm Churches Together service for Holy Week at  
Elim Church on Greenacres Road 

Thurs 13th April 10am Commemoration of the Last Supper  
at St. Barnabas Church 

3.30pm Messy Last Supper in St. Barnabas Hall 

7.30pm Ladies Group Gardening Demonstration and Plant Sale 

Fri 14th Apr 10.30 am Good Friday Passion Service 

Sat 15th Apr  9.30-3.30 Church open day ï Church sitters required 

Sun 16th Apr 10.30 am Easter Day Parish Communion followed by 

11.30 am Easter raffle prize draw plus light refreshments 

Mon 17th April - No meeting for Moorside & District Historical Society 

Tues 18th April 7.15pm STYLE meeting in choir vestry 

Sat 22nd Apr 10.30 am Church open day ï Church sitters required 

Sun 23rd Apr 10.30 am Parish Communion 

Sat 29th Apr 9.30-3.30 Church open day ï Church sitters required 

7 pm Rock ónô Roll bingo in the Church Hall 

Sun 30th Apr 10.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am APCM followed by faith lunch in the Church Hall 

Sat 6th May 9.30-3.30 Church open day ï Church sitters required 

Sun 7th May 10.30 am Parish Communion 

 
  

The man who drank three beersé 

A man who had just moved to a village walked into the pub and ordered three beers. The bartender 

raised his eyebrows, but served the man three beers, which he drank quietly at a table, alone. Next 

day, the man came back to the pub and ordered three more beers. This happened again and again, 

until soon the village was all whispering about the "Man Who Orders Three Beers". Finally, about a 

month later, the bartender broached the subject on behalf of the town.  

 

óAh,ô said the man. óYou see, I have two brothers. Long ago, one went to America, and the other to 

Australia. We promised each other that we would always order an extra two beers whenever we drank, 

as a way of keeping up the family bond.ô The bartender and the whole town were pleased with this 

answer, and soon The "Man Who Orders Three Beers" became a local celebrity. 

 

Then, one day, the man came in and ordered only two beers. The bartender poured them with a heavy 

heart. Word flew around town, and prayers were offered for the soul of one of the brothers. Next day, 

the bartender said to the man, óFolks around here, we want to offer our condolences to you éô 

 

The man pondered this for a moment. óYou'll be happy to hear that my two brothers are alive and well. 

It's just that I, myself, have decided to give up drinking for Lent.ô 

Hopefully we at St. Thomasô are doing better at our Lenten promises!! 
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FOOT CARE SERVICES 

-Full professional Service- 

In the comfort of your own home 

5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ hΦ!ΦtΩǎ 

Lee Hollister 

Dip. CFHP, MPS Pract. 

Tel : 0161 682 7037 

                       Mob : 07900 554 857 
 
 
 

Hatsusie 
UNIQUE HATS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

 

Tel : 07751 603349 
hatsusie@virginmedia.com 

To advertise here please contact 
Corinne Ogden  
0161 626 7537 

 

/ŀǘƘΩǎ /ǳƛǎƛƴŜ 
Hot and Cold Sandwiches 

Bread Orders Taken  
Buffets & Parties catered for 

667 Ripponden Road 
0161 633 1078 
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St. Thomas, the Apostle of India  
 

Early in February Peter and I escaped the long, dull, grey days in Oldham for what felt like 
our annual trip to India.  This year we visited the southern states of Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala.  Our journey was a long one, first driving to Heathrow for an overnight stay before 
a morning flight to Dubai.  Due to the change in local time, it was midnight when we arrived 
there before waiting a couple of hours for our next flight to Chennai.  However, tiredness 
quickly passed as we spent the following afternoon relaxing by the pool at the sumptuous 
hotel where we spent the first night. 
 
The following day was spent with a tour of Chennai which seemed fairly calm after the 
bustling cities of Delhi and Jaipur which we visited last year and the ubiquitous Indian 
monkeys were conspicuous by their absence. 
 
Midway through the morning we had an unscheduled stop at a quite amazing church, the 
Cathedral Basilica of St Thomas.  The white stone building with tall tower and spire was 
built in the style of a gothic Anglican cathedral.  St. Thomas arrived in India in AD52, died 
as a martyr in AD72, and was buried at Mylapore, San Thome, Chennai.  The Basilica is 
built over the tomb of St. Thomas, where his relics remain.  So, not just St. Thomas the 
Apostle of Moorside! 
 
As we travelled around southern India, I was amazed by the number of Christian churches 
ï far more than in the north.  The CSI (Church of Southern India) includes both Catholic 
and Anglican churches and I noticed many evangelical church buildings.  Catholic 
churches tend to have a school attached to them, while the Anglican churches often have 
a nearby hospital with the same dedication.  Of course we visited many Hindu temples and 
we marvelled at the size and detail of those buildings. 
 
Unbeknown to us, while we were away, the BBC began a series called óThe Real Marigold 
Hotelô.  We caught up with the episodes when we arrived home and it was good to see 
many of the places we ourselves had visited.  From Tamil Nadu we moved into Kerala, a 
very green, fertile state with beautiful backwaters and where we cruised on a houseboat.  
Eventually we arrived at our final destination of Cochin from where we flew back to Dubai. 
 
Once again we were so impressed with the kindness ï and incredibly good English of the 
locals.  For me, India is vibrant, generous, sometimes crazy, but it is Life. 
 

Gail Randall  
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Local, Independent Security Systems Engineer  

Installer of Intruder Alarms, CCTV and  

Access Control/Door Entry Systems  

 

Over 10 yearsõ experience in designing and fitting bespoke alarm 

systems, recoding servicing and repairs.  

From services to full installations, no job is too small.  

No call out charge, please contact John for a no obligation,  

FREE quotation.  

 

Tel: 0161 794 4317 

Mobile: 07500 873879  

Email: info@jfsecuritysystems.com  

www.jfsecuritysystems.com  

 

    ION ELECTRICAL  

        Installations & Maintenance  

   Paul Mills  

   Electrician  

7 Gr eenside Avenue, Moorside, Oldham, OL4 2QA  

From installing lights to full rewi res, no job too small  

No call out charge ð telephone Paul for a free quote  

 

Tel : 0161 620 8498  

Mob : 07904 871736  

Email : info@ionelectrical.com  

www.ionelectrical. com  

mailto:info@ionelectrical.com
http://www.ionelectrical.com/
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Other events  outside our community  
 

8th April 2017 ï Come along and be inspired! 
 
This is the year Manchester retells the Greatest Story Ever Told.  Please take your place 
in Manchester Cathedral Gardens from noon, when we present some exciting items in the 
run up to our 2pm start. Our cast of local people supported by the Manchester Inspirational 
Voices Choir and the Sweet Rhythm Big Band will present the story of Jesusô teachings, 
his betrayal, his trial and his Passion as he moves towards his death and Glorious 
Resurrection. 
 
 
COME AND SING: FAURÉ REQUIEM 
 
BURY PARISH CHURCH 
 
14 April, 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 
A brilliant opportunity for singers of all ages to spend a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon 
learning and exploring one of the most exciting Choral Works in the repertoire. We shall 
end with an evening performance of the Requiem to which all Family and Friends are 
invited! 
 
15.30pm Arrival + Registration 
16.00pm Choir Rehearsal 
18.30pm Tea Break 
19.30pm Concert 
 
Cost: Full Price for Singers : £7.00 / Students : £4 / Audience : £5.00 
 
For further information visit the Bury Parish Church website. 
 
 

   
Butterfly or bunny biscuit s 

These are pretty biscuits for Easter. You will need:  

 

Biscuit: 120g butter; 60g caster sugar; 180g plain flour; a little lemon zest  

Icing: a few drops of vanilla essence, icing sugar, lemon juice, few drops of food 

colouring  

Cutters or paper templates i n the shape of a butterfly or bunny  

 

Method: Mix together the biscuit ingredients, add water to bind them. Knead the 

dough, wrap it in cling - film and chill for two hours. The roll out to a thickness of 8mm 

and cut out the shapes using a buttefly cutter or a paper template. Bake in preheated 

oven at 180 degrees C (gas mark 4) for 20 minutes. To make the icing, mix the icing 

sugar with lemon juice and food colouring. Pipe the icing and leave it to set.  
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